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19.  MAPS
In the eighteenth century the Museum possessed scattered maps
and charts in the various libraries which had gone to form it, but
nothing that could be called a collection. In 1801, however, the
Ordnance Survey began to publish, and its maps have from that date
been regularly deposited, as have those of the Admiralty, commenced
later. And in 1823 there came in the organized collection, amounting
to some 50,000 maps and charts, formed by George III, and separate
catalogues of these were published (see above, p. 193). Little further
effort was made for some time, but in 1841-43, when attention was
being paid to the maps in the Department of Manuscripts (see below,
pp. 263-5), William Hughes, F.R.G.S., catalogued those in the
Printed Books. In the next year, however, a more permanent arrange-
ment was made; Richard Henry Major was appointed as Assistant
in the Printed Books and was almost at once put in charge of maps.
In this year the Catalogue of Manuscript Maps began to appear.
Major was a young man of great energy, playing a leading part in
the foundation in 1846 of the Hakluyt Society, of which he was
Secretary from 1849 ^11 1858, as several of his successors in the
Museum Map Room have been., He was responsible for considerable
acquisitions, notable among which was the collection of charts formed
by Admiral Lord Howe; and nearly i oo Japanese maps formed part
of the von Siebold Library, acquired in 1868. Major's commission
extended to manuscript maps, and in 1867 an independent Department
of Maps was formed, with Major as its Keeper. Unfortunately he had
to retire from ill-health in 1880. Major published many works on the
early discoverers, notably on Prince Henry the Navigator, and earned
an international reputation. His successor, R. K. Douglas, was
primarily an Orientalist, and left the real care of the maps to E. D,
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